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Hints on CONVERSATION. 


Teaching we learn, and giving we receive. 


Tue loquacious and verbofe are more intolerable, 
than the mute and unfocial ; but affability and well 
timed remarks are feldom unfortunate in their effedts. 
There have been numberlefs ftriftures on the vilenefs 
of calumny and detraction, which have generally repre- 
fented every friendly circle as profefledly formed for 
thefe uncivil purpofes. But, I am fo far an admirer of 
my own times, and acquaintance, that I am ready to 
fancy myfelf enjoying the unfullied fweets of reafon, 
among my friends, without hearing a flanderous lifp, or 
witneffing that peevifh weaknefs, which levels the gen- 
tleman with his groom. 

No one is fo totally abforbed, in the purfuit of gain, 
or pleafure, as not, at times, to figh for a quiefcent re- 
tirement. And very few, in the moft turbulent and 
fanciful feafon of life, amid the jarring incidents which 
are ever happening to difturb and perplex, have furnifh- 
ed their minds with materials for complacent, confola- 
tory reflections. Nor is the power of well chofen books 
always adequate to this foothing office. Converfation 
alone feems perfectly calculated to fill the vacuity be- 
tween the more folid amufement of reading and bufi- 
nefs. The fallies of imagination produce the fame 
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pleafure in the hearer, as that which brought then 
forth ; being utteted in the fame lihguage which the 
thoughts at firft diétated, without the aid of pedantic 
polifh. Sentiments flowing from the lips of a friend, 
appear, as they are, the honeft effufions of unaffected 
fincerity. 

Frequent and informal intercourfe with our friends, 
infpires a confidence and familiarity, which enable us 
to profit by their good fenfe, good humor, and improve- 
ment. Whereas, the quarterly vifits of a fifter, or any 
other near relation, ferve only to exhibit paintings in 
the parlour, and to utter a few referved phtafes, which 
naturally tend to make ftrangers {till more ftrange. 

Topics in general or particular cafes, are not to be 
pointed out by any dictator, however wife. ‘They are 
the offspring of chance, and of each other; and the 
fociety, who require a nomination of a fubject, will 
generally be found inadequate to the difcuffion of any. 
If we are capable of enjoying a comfort on earth, it 
muft arife from a temper able to rejoice in the honefit 
fuccefs of others, in knowing and feeing them happy. 
The means of profperity being generally within the 
reach of all, ought not a judicious and fuccefsful exer- 
cife of thefe to excite our efteem for the worthy and 
faithful agent, whofe upright induftry has done honor 
to the fociety of which he is a member ? What excufe 
then, can any one frame, for admitting any other feel- 
ings, than thofe which happify himfelf, and which ex- 
ert all their influence to diffufe felicity to others ? 

In converfation, we have the torment, or peace of 


mind of each one prefent, completely at our own difpo- 
fal. A look, a wink, or an untimely fmile may give a 
{ting to fenfibility, which the moft folemn proteftations 
to. prove our innocence, in vain would endeavor to heal. 
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Thofe, who will the moft readily feel the juftice of this 
remark, will, I am fenfible, be the laft to fall into this 
ungenerous error. It is nugatory and unfatisfying to 
be told, that thofe who can wantonly difturb our com- 
fort, are beneath every thing but general contempt ; 
for the cruel and ftupid multitude cannot be fought fuc- 
cefsfully with mental arrows. So that relief is no where 
attainable, but in confcious rectitude and merit. And 


nothing can be faid, or done, to reform thefe deftroyers 


of human happinefs, but thofe things, which will in- 
creafe their brutality. We muft, therefore, fhun the 
aflaffin, and in fecret, lament over his ill breeding. 





THE 
FEMALE OBSERVER, 


NO. I. 

Reapinc has the pleafing power of difpelling 

the gloom of anxiety, alleviating domeftic cares, and 

agreeably filling up the liftlefs and languid moments of 

life. It is, therefore, with wonder and regret that I ob- 

ferve this ufeful and elegant amufement to be fo much 
neglected by my fex after marriage. 

Is it fufpended under an idea of having made fuffi- 
cient literary attainments already, and of having no ufe 
for additional knowledge ? The human mind, it fhould 
be remembered, is defigned for progreflive improve- 
ment. 

The different periods of life, and ftages of action re- 
quire various cultivation and direction. ‘The kind of 
reading adapted to the tafte and capacity of mifs in her 
teens fhould give piace to the more folid fubjects, which 
are interefting and important to riper years. Properly 
to difcharge the fucceffive duties which are allotted us, 
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as we advance in life, it is neceflary that we have re- 


courfe to the experience of others. Experience has 
taught thofe who have gone before us many ufeful lef- 
fons, of which we may be ignorant. Thefe are com- 
municated to us through the medium of the prefs; and 
at once invite our attention, and offer us entertainment 
and affiftance. | 

The mind of fenfibility muft be ferioufly imprefled 
with the obligations which are inferred upon the mif- 
trefs of a family by the conjugal, parental, and other 
domeftic relations. Why then fhould the foothing aid 
of books be overlooked or defpifed ? Many who have 
appeared fond of reading, in youth, no fooner enter the 
married ftate, than they lay it wholly afide. For this 
neglect the want of time and the preffure of more nec- 
eflary avocations are ufually alleged. I believe, how- 
ever, there are few, very few indeed, who have no lei- 
fure moments-at command. Are there not many hours, 
in the intervals of bufinefs, the recefs of diverfion, and 
the languor of inactivity, which might be employed in 
this rational entertainment ? Perhaps fome mofe infig- 
nificant paftime might be fufpended ; perhaps an hour 
in the morning, or evening might be {pared from fleep, 
and devoted to the acquifition of new and ufeful ideas, 
relative to the part we are called to act : or, poffibly, a 
triflng converiation might fometimes be avoided for the 
fake of furnifhing our minds with materials to appear 


refpectable in our focial intercourfe. 

Might not the pain of flight indifpofitions be greatly 
alleviated, if not entirely removed by this oceupation of 
time ? The celebrated Gangenelli remarks that “ we 
are often indifpofed through idlenefs. Many women,” 
fays he, “ are fick, without knowing where their com- 
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plaint lies ; becaufe they have nothing to do. They 
are tired of being too welt. And this fatiety is oppref= 
five to people of fafhion.” In this cafe, at leaft, an en- 
tertaining and inftructive book would prove:an effica- 
cious fpecific. 

Have we families of children ? How grateful muft it 
be to unbend the mind after the labor of attending and 
inftructing them, by the perufal of an author, calculat- 
ed, at once, to pleafe and improve. ‘This relaxation; 
by increafing the fund of our information, will qualify 
us to render the moft effential fervice to our rifing off- 
fpring, a confideration to which no mother can feel in- 
different. 

Even while nurfing an infant, a book, at hand, may 
afford ufeful hints, without infringing on the tender 
tafk. 

Are we furrounded by a multiplicity of cares ? What 
has a more happy tendency to tranquilize the mind, 
and calm the agitations, which an anxious and active 
life occafions, than a recourfe, at the intervals of reft, 
to the philanthropic, moral, or chriftian fentiments of 
a judicious and elegant writer ? Such effufions of geni- 
us and virtue combined, enliven and recruit the exhauft- 
_ed fpirits, while they greatly extend our acquaintance 
with the world we inhabit, and give us juft and com- 
prehenfive views of our own deftination. 

It is not uncommon for ladies in the eafy walks of 
life to complain of the’tedioufnefs of time, and“in ap- 
pearance, at leaft, to deem every moment which ‘is not 
engrofied by fomething exhilerating to the fpirits, to be 
totally loft ! Hence a giddy round of unmeaning diver- 

fions is conftantly purfued, and the infupportable hours 
of neceflary retirement are moft affiduoufly diminifhed ! 
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But how greatly would it contribute to the enjoyment 
even of gay life to occupy thofe moments which are too 
frequently the vacation of the mind, by reading and 
reflecton ? Few would complain of difcontent and enui, 
if they properly improved their time, and wifely provid- 
ed themfelves with mental nutriment, as a refource in 
the abfence of lighter and lefs fubftantial food. Read- 
ing has, for thofe who are in the meridian of life, pe- 
culiar advantages. When the judgment is matured, 
difcretion will point out the moft ufeful and interefting 
fubjects ; while that prudence which ought to charac- 
terife the matronal progrefs will regulate the feafons of 
indulgence. At this ftage of life, time is a treafure 
which fhould be ufed with the ftricteft economy. 
While, therefore, we cultivate a tafte for books, we 
fhould be fure to “ part with no moment but in pur- 
chafe of its worth.” A judicious effayeft* obferves, 
“ that perfons advanced in life, or laboring under fick- 
nefs and infirmity have an unqueftionable right to a- 
mufe themfelves with whatever can innocently alleviate 
their evils, and enable them to pafs away the lagging 
hours in {weet and tranfitory oblivion. Their reading, 
like their diet, may be light, and more adapted to tickle 
a fickly palate, than to afford folid and fubftantial nour- 
ifhment. But in youth, health, and vigor, who would 
voluntarily be confined to the weaknefs and infipidity 
of water gruel ? It is, indeed, lamentable to obferve 
perfons who have leifure and fondnefs for reading, de- 
voting their time and thofe abilities, which might ren- 
der them valuable members of fociety, to fuch books 
only as tend to diffipate their ideas and vitiate their 


morals.” 


* Knox. 
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CHARACTER oF Docr. PAYSON. 


Priiiipes Payson, Son of the Rev. Puiiurpes Payr- 
son of Walpole, Maflachufetts, was educated at Har- 
vard College : and in the year 1754, received the hon- 
ors of that Univerfity. 

He was ordained the Minifter of Chelfea, OGtober 26, 
1757, and continued to preach and perform all the du- 
ties of the miniftry till a few weeks before his death. 

In the line of his profeffion he had a diftinguifhed 
reputation. His imagination was lively and vigorous. 
His memory retentive. His difcourfes were well com- 
pofed and evangelical. Like a wife mafter builder he 
looked at the foundation, while reafoning upon the 
moral duties, or defcribing with a glowing pencil, the 
triumphs of the chriftian’s hope. 

The diploma of Doétor in Divinity was prefented 
him by the feminary where he received his education, a real 
teftimony of his wifdom and worth, which gave pleaf- 
ure to the friends of religion and learning. 

He had much claffical erudition, and a fondnefs for 
the ftudy of natural philofophy and mathematics. 

When the American Academy of Arts was inftituted, 
he was one of the firft members. He always fhewed a 
zeal te promote the caufe of fcience and every ufeful 
inftitution. 

He was a member of the fociety for propagating the 
Gofpel among the Indians and others in N. America ; 
and alfo one of the Scotch Commiffioners for the like 
benevolent purpofe, being named in the commiffion, 
when the board in Scotland eftablifhed a correfponding 
board in this country. 
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Doétor Payson was frank and open in his difpofition, 
and had a ready utterance in converfation. With un- 
common energy of expreflion he pourtrayed vice and 
meannefs, tore the garb of the hypocrite, and expofed 
fanaticifm in every fhape. 

In his domeftic and focial relations he appeared with 
dignity and tendernefs. As a companion was agreeable, 
and as a neighbor obliging ; warm in his friendfhip, 
hofpitable in his houfe. He was a condefcending and 
inftructive parent ; the kind, attentive and affectionate 
hufband. 

He was ready to every good work for the benefit of 
his people, mixing with them and interefting himfelf 
in their concerns : he encouraged the fpirit of induftry 
in the town, and upon proper occafions adminiftered 
the confolations of religion. Their attachment increaf- 
ed with his years. But while they were indulging hopes 
of returning health, and days of further ufefulnefs, they 
beheld him, with grief and forrow, among the trophies 
of the grave. i 

A well adapted Sermon was preached in the meeting 
houfe, and every refpect paid to his remains by the in- 
habitants of Chelfea and the neighbouring places. 





The Ep1ror thanks Puocion for his “ timely advice ;” yet he 
es fets it down 
“ That one may {mile and fmile, and be a villain.” 





Lyricus was more fortunate in imagining his /vdjec?, than his fige 
ures ; the one might have been well treated, the other mu/f* be, before 


they can walk out 
Epwin’s ballad addreffed to his “ Miftrefs’ eye-brow,” will fuffer 


nothing from a week’s feafoning. Ziczac’s ramble next week. 














